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This annual list is in two parts – the top 10 international figures who 

also have a huge influence across the Middle East and the 40 who have 

a continued presence and demonstrate an inspired commitment to 

this part of the world.

Those directly responsible for concept and design through to 

finalisation form the list – not company executives

We feel that in architecture it is inspiration, innovation, social aware-

ness, ability to understand and develop sustainability and the desire to 

do what no-one else has ever achieved is at the heart of the very best 

professionals. 

And that is what we want to recognise.

F R O M  S T A R C H I T E C T 

T O  L O C A L  P O T E N T I A L 

–  C E L E B R A T I N G 

U R B A N I S T S  W H O  W I L L 

S H A P E  T H E  N E X T  Y E A R



MIDDLE EAST ARCHITECT / 01.17 / WWW.DESIGNMENA.COM

34 /INTERVIEW34 / POWER LIST 2017

38

40

37

39

M O U A Z  A B O U Z A I D
LEAD ARCHITECT - DEWAN

The MEA Awards’ Young Architect of 
the Year Cairo-born Mouaz Abouzaid 
beacuse of his commitment to sustain-
ability has also taken on the role of BIM 
manager at the firm. He has been with 
the company just over a year, after 
moving to Dubai from Qatar.

O M I D  R O U H A N I
FOUNDER - OMID ROUHANI 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

An academic with a Masters  degree 
on developing  a desert environment 
Omid Rouhani’s  projects include two 
contrasting homes on the Palm Jumei-
rah, Dubai, one built with a horizontal 
theme, the other a vertical design.

P E T E R  J A C K S O N
ARCHITECT ADVISOR - HH 
RULERS OFFICE, SHARJAH

After several years with Godwin 
Austen Johnson, Peter Jackson was in-
vited to join the Sharjah Ruler’s Office,. 
His team won the Education Project of 
the Year at the MEA Awards for the Al 
Hefaiyah Mountain Centre.

A N A  D ’ C A S T R O
SENIOR ARCHITECT AND 
MANAGING DIRECTOR - BIA

Ana d’Castro combines innovation and 
sustainability in design with the use of 
the very latest technology to achieve 
goals. A regular participant in debates 
on the world of design she is an emerg-
ing force across the region.


