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Starchitects who reach out info the Middle East and the very best of the region’s design professionals are faafured
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WORDS BY MICK AMES

and the 40 who have a continued
preancs in the GCC and show a
commitment to this part of the
world.

As well - although the listing can-
not halp but be in some parts sub-

w H " 5 H H | E n E 5 | ﬁ Jective - tactors such as numbers
of prajects, offlce locations and
lacally-based stafl have also bean
taken into accoumnt.

Those directly responsible for
design and concept form the list -
not company sxecutives

This is bacauss it Is insplration,
inAo¥ation, Sccial awareness,
ability to understand and develop
sustainability and the desire to do
what no-one alse has ever achieved
which is at the heart of the wary
beat daslgn protessionals,
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Thiz year the Middle East Architect
power list is in two parts — the top
10 international figures who have

a huge influence on tha region
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Architects have never had
such & high profile as they
currantly enjey with their
staternents on buildings and
saclaly as a whole aagerly
seizad upan by th e world-
wide media as well as specil

ist autlets serving the design

and huild business

Hare are the “starchitects”
whose work and thoughts
make global news - and hawve
a particular relevance to the
Middle East

| ) LORD FOSTER

3 JEAN NOUVEL

Lord Morman Foster exercises a
continuing influence over the Mid-

die east with projects such as Tayed
Matlanal Mussum in Abu Dhabd and the
successiul green designs that make up
Masdar City. His Index Tawer in Dubal
is an award winner and his firm is also
invalved in two stadilims for the Qatar
World Cup. its formation in 1967,

§ ) FRARNK
GEHRY

Hever far from the headlines his
critical vigws on modern design at-
tracted support in the region. Gehry's
Guggenheim Abu Dhabiis another
much anticipated project as part of
tha cultural developmant of Saadiyat
Island,
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The Louvre Abu Dhabi is the most

eagerly awaited project underway in
the region and Mouvel is also behind
tha Qatar Mational Musaum. A great
supparter of Arable influenced design
which he has taken on board for pro-
jects elsewhere in the world

7 ) THOMAS
HERTHERHICH

‘With his garden bridge for London
now approved Heatherwick is set to
bring his ecologically influenced de-
signs to Aby Dhabi with a city cantra
park which recraatas a desart oasis
landscapa,
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T RORIAN SMITH

4 ) IRKA HADID

C
G REM HOOLHARS

The acknowledged master of high rise
design and the man behind the Burj
Khalit who is currently mastermind-
ing tha Kingdom Tower in Jaddah.
Eorn in 1544 Smioth was formerly at
SOM bafore forming his own Chicago-
bazed firm in 2006.

Always in the news Hadid, born

in Irag, is working on Qatar World
Cup projects, tha Riyadh Matro and
the King Abdullah Petralaom and
Research centre in the same city,
Her Dpus Project In Dubal |5 also new
back on track.

Set to open a Dubai office this year
Koolhaas was also invalved in master-
planning in Ras al-Khaimah and the
design of an airport zity for Doha. The
curator of last year's Venlce Blannale,
he s recognsied across the world as
one of architecture most progressive
thinkers.

§ ) GEORGE EFSTATHIOU

Q ) SHIGERU BAN

10)  RENZO PIAND

Az an Intregral part of SOM with the
rale af consulting partmar his cradits
in Dubai include the Burj Khalifa and
Rolex Tower. Winnar of the Middle
East Architect of the Year 2011 he
continues to be an influential voice.

Last year's Pritzher Prize winner has
been widaly applauded for his alry
and modern designs Ban is also noted
far his humanitarian work, including
designs made from readily available
to house disaster victims.

Anocther leading designer in the fleld
of high rise bulldings as well a5 &
Pritzker Prize winner Piano's Shard

in London is Europe’s tallest building
and one that has set new benchmarks
for design.
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ARJ PATEL

Kuwait's Gulf University is just one of
tha designs which bare the hallmark of
Raj Patal = a subtle and respeactful use
of lslamle motlfs and structures,

haz=

JAMIL JRODALLAH

HEE i% a company which has been the

driving for i the growth of much of

Dubai - away from the structures which

typify the emirate to a global audience.
t MiiAr t 15 in [
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STEPHAN FRAN

Sustalnability and a hellstic app
| todesign are vital in the work o
phan Frantzen whos pany won this
year's Middle East Archit of the Year
Award for hospitality with the Viceroy
Falm Jumeirah. & global @ in archi
AT continus : an impartant
& I the develapmant of the LAE

PAUL PRIEST

Th inner of the Middle Exst Architect

title of Principal ¢ jar, 5 ! 1 c
behind Dubai‘s The Beac ] Middle East Al Assam
mast talked abe 3 5 & hands-on member
He has tripled his Y of ateam which ¢

since taking over in the top role and his around 300 pr

company is at the forefromt of many design and build

velopments set to take off in the coming projects include the ADEC
maonths. School in Abu Dhabi.
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EMAD JABER

5@ Is & company which warks
the GCC, but also main-
Lai arati in more uRusual
markets in t egion such as
dan. Palestine is also

construction ser

CHRISTOS
PASSAS

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR ZAHA
HADID ARCHITECTS

Christos Passas has respansibility for
Zaha Hadld's majer projest In Dubal

= the mix-use Opus which resembles
a melling ice cube. On hold since the
global financial crisis the project is
now taking shape in Business Bay.

TRAED ABU SURREILA

MANAGING DIRECTOR GENSLER
MIDDLE EAST

SIMON MODN

CED MIDDLE EAST
ATHEINS

With more than 20 years experience
Tareq Abu Sukheila holds an MA in
bath architectura and civil engineer-
ing as well as a BSc in architectural
ehglnearing. He has worked in the UK
and USA as well as the GCC and |s
particularly committed to the social
beneafils of projects,

The Dubai Opera House is just one
of the major projects currently being
undartaken by Atkins, a company
which is also vary active in transport
Infrastructure across the GOC, Masr

sustainable and connected cammunl-

ties are the current pricrity for the
UK-based firem.
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SALIM HUSSAIN

MARTIN D

At the forefront of an ever-ex-
Mart i i W
mended in this year's
i the Year cate

af Principal af the Year in

oHAMS NAGH

FOUNDER
AMD PRINCIPAL
MNAGA ARCHITECTS

The holder of three Mastors degrees
im Envirenmental Design, City and
Regional Planning and Architectural
Theary as well as a PhD Shams Naga
is & leading member of the architec-
tural communily in practics as well as
one of its top academic voioes.

HICHREL FONLER

MANAGING DIRECTOR
AEDAS MIDDLE EAST

RUSTIN RELTON

PARTHER
FOSTER +« PARTERS

With saperience of large scals new
projects as well 2x preserving historic
bubldings Michael Fowler runs the
regional affice of ane af the world's
mast impertant firms, Tha revolution
ary Al Bakr Towers in Abu Dhabi are
amang the company’s many swand
winning design.

Based in Abva Dhabl Awstin Ralton s
responsible ftor the global company ‘s
projocts across the Middle East
Masdar City in Abu Dhabi is one of
the major devalopments ha has bean
imwolved with, Relton joined the firm
I 1993 and was mads up to & parbner
In 2009,

MIDDLE EAST ARCHITECT # OL.15 # WWW DESIGNMENA COM
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ALI BIN NASSER
AL HHALIFA

CED ASTAD

Asatd is responsible for stadium
design for the 2022 FIFA World Cup
o be held in Qatar and All Bin Nasser
Al Khalifa has been at the forefront
of designing arenas which emphasise
the region's culture and values as well
as providing world class facilities.

REINER DE GRARF

Relner de Graafl has bean instru
ability. He was also in

a msterplan

hil%t kesping it r
the furture.

RN APSLEY

DIRECTOR EROADWAY MALYAN

Broadway Malyan was one of the main
firms responsible for the realisation
of the Hazza bin Tayed Stadium in Al
Aim, Abu Dhabi, which has provided a
new banchmark for sporting design
inthe reglon, The company IS also
invelvad in malor development an the
waterfront close to Jumeirah Beach
Hotel, Dubai,

CHRIS JONES

MAMACING DIRECTOR
1ODESIGH

NASSER ABULAASAN

PARTHER
AGI ARCHITECTS

The company most closely identi-
fied with the realisaticn of the latest
stage of the Al Barari anvironmantal
residential project on the otskirts of
Dubal, 10DesigEn s one of the growing
pawars In the profession in the QCC,
in part because of its expertise in
providing :ustainability.

AGi Architects won the Boutique Firm
category at this year's MEA Awards
and the company's Seed House was
vated the Concept Design of the Year.
This continues a great run of SUccess
A the compatition in recant years
which also included two top places in
the 2013 ratings.
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ALIZERR TRGHABONI

ARCHITECT NEXT OFFICE

Tehran-based Alizera Taghaboni
designed the Shariti-ha House which,
in part dus to its revalotionary design
which includas rotating rooms, was
Midele East Architect's Residential
Project of the Year. The company
completed a notable double by also
getting second place in the category
with Kouhsar House.

HURAT AND MELHAN
TRBANLIOGLY

PARTHNERS TAEBANLIOGLU
ARCHITECTS

Tabanliogly, a hushand and wite
team, has opened a Dubai office and
Is invalved with a project along the
seafronl. Most active in Turkey, last
year the company published a book
on its many award-winning designs.

RALF STEINHAUSER

PROJECT DIRECTOR RSP

With a staff of 1,300 across the world
and &0 personnal based in Dubai RSP
is @ major playar - raflectad in the
company’s first place In the Middle
East Architect awards large Firm of
the Year calegory and the large num-
ber of projects it is currently engaged
in across the region.

EL\

ANDRE MEYERHANS

FOUNDER ANDRE C MEYERHANS
DESIGH CREATIONS

OMID ROUKANI

FOUNDER OMIDROUHANI
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

£

SAMAYR DABBAGH

FOUNDER
DAEEBAGH ARCHITECTS

As well as being inwolved in large
scale projects such as masterplan-
ning for a desert community, the Al
Madi Tower - which has become a
néw Syrmbal of the waterfront in Abu
Dhabl - and the Al Qarkoud Bridge
i Dubai, Andre Meyerhans is also a
designer of jewellary.

Holder of a Masters in designs for a
desert environment and an academic
Omid Rouhani astablished his Dubai
practice in 2010. Among his currant
projects are two contrasting homas
af tha Palm Jumeirah, Dubal, one
built with a horizontal theme, the
other vertical.

Born in Saudi Arabia, but a resident
of both the UK and France Samaya
Babbagh runs her awn practicain
Dubai aswell as serving as Hon Sec
Tor the Guit chapter of the Royal
Institute af British Architects which
promotes design excellence across
the globe
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YRHYA JAN

YICE PRESIDENT HORR GROUP

AAYA ANI

FOUNDER RAW-NYC ARCHITECTS

Yahya Jan played a leading role in
the development of Diubai’s Emirates
Towers and his work is a major part
of the skyline in Kuwait where he
designed the Trade Centre, Bahrain
and Jordan,

Raya Anl Is alse a representative for
the American Institute of Architects
in the region. Her company won Lei-
sure Project of the Year at this year's
MEA Awards for a sustainable sports
tacility in Daha.

Voted Middle East Architect of the
Year for 2013 Kourosh Hajizadeh

FARIBORZ HATAM

FOUNMDER FHSI ARCHITECTS

SANDRA WOODALL

DESIGH DIRECTOR TANGRAM

Dre of the most forward thinking
members of Dubai's design and build
profession, Fariborz Hatam promotes
connectivity and human scale archi-
tecture in his designs.

Sandra Woodall was a winner at the
2013 Middls East Architect awards
tor Sustainable Praject and her com-
pany was highly commended in last
year's Large Firm category.

STEYE VELEGRINIS

DIRECTOR PERKINS + WILL

Currently heading up the urban
design team at Perkins + Will Steve
Velegrinis is looking to long term
developmaent projects in the UAE to
cater far an increasingly astablishad
population, He alse teachas at the
Amerlcan University of Sharjah,
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1IN HAHOHER

FOUNDER MAKEOWER ARCHITECTS

Tim Makower is playing a leading role
in the regeneration of Old Doha while
at the same time ensuring the best of
its heritage is praserved.

TRHNER WRINEY

SKEIDMORE, OWINGS & MERILL

SOM won the Commercial Project of the
Year at the MEA Awards for the AlHamra
Tower and Tanner ‘Whitney was one of the
principle memibers of the design team.

HARRY DOWNIE

O RMIM

Harry Downie is at the halm of RMIM,
& majer glabal firm which has mavad
its cantre of oparations for Europs te
Diuibai, which also oversess gperalions
its the Middle East, Africa and Asia,

ELIZABETH PETERS

ASESOCIATE DIRECTOR
AECOM

Ellzabath Paters is ohe of the regions

foramost axperts on BEIM technalogy
and an influential voice on how it can
bring the design industry forward.

ML FoiAd wazehoon

ARCHITECTS BENS CO

Winners at this year's Middle East
Architect Awards for Community and
Cultural Project BMS and its design
team have been active in preserving
the heritage of Iran, especially in
wrbanised araas.

MO e WA

ARCHITECTS
XEMA DESIGN OFFICE

Public 3ector Project of the year
winners at the ME& Awards, Aamir
Khanzari and Reza Mafakher for the
25mm Project which was for a medi-
cal facility in Tehran.

MARH POWELL HYFFIN

ARCHITECT
ABU DHARI
CULTURAL AUTHORITY

Mark Powell Kyffin has been the leading
volce behind the ongoing preservation
of Qasr Al Hosn, a building in Abu Dhabi
which saw the feunding af the LIAE,

SHAWN BASLER

REGIONAL DIRECTOR
PERKIMNS EASTMAM

Shawn Basler is a member of the
American Institute of Architects who
has designed resorts, hotels, com-
mercial projects and mix-use facili-
ties across the region and is a leading
advocate of sustainability.
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