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The evolution of Dubai

The chronicles of a local architect

Growing up in Dubai, I witnessed the city become a playground for post-modemist architects with creations such
as the Dubai Municipality, the original Sheraton Hotel and the Dubai Creek & Yacht Club. Witnessing these
creations inculcated a deep love of architecture within me. And it is with this in mind, I set up my own Practice,
dedicated to designing modern buildings that have helped enrich the design vocabulary in this region.

Most clients at this time could not understand or appreciate the modern design language that had been evolving
globally over the past decade (which I had grown to love and appreciate). Clients were very traditional only
wanting to copy the colonial design style that relatives or neighbors had — which was accepted as the norm.
Even after long discussions about the merits of minimalism and theories of master architects, such as Mies van
der Rohe and Corbeau, it was difficult for them to see the beauty in minimalism.

Another challenge for architects during this time was convincing authorities that modemn architecture is as much
of the local culture of Dubai and the UAE as the traditional and arabesque designs. This battle was eventually
eased by Meraas, whom by developing projects such as The Beach and Jumeira Walk, demonstrated that
modemn architecture is not just simple cubistic forms but a well-established and proven design language.
Meraas'’s well-developed community guidelines for their current land mark project Jumeira Bay is a great
testament to this cause.

Over a span of 25 years, we have now seen a shift in architecture in an ever-advancing city, from the copycat
colonial homes to a more refined architectural language. With the help of a young and educated population who,
by now, have travelled and experienced diverse cultures, clients are pushing the limits of design to even great
heights.

Even though some of our bespoke designed homes may be called by a few as 'libraries’, ‘museums’ or even
‘white elephants’, I can now truly say that I am enjoying practicing as an architect in the UAE. Not many
architects have witnessed such a shift in such a short time-frame.
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So, thank you Dubai and the UAE for allowing this experience to enrich my practice and my design.

Omid Rouhani completed his Masters in Desert architecture from the University of Arizona, USA and now has his
own Dubai Practice: Omid Rouhani Architectural Design.
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